
RSU   22   ELA   Standards   Grade   8   
 
Our   scoring   rubric  
4  
Highly   Proficient    –   The   work   demonstrates   excellent   understanding   of   concepts   and   content.  
The   work   demonstrates   in-depth   inferences,   analysis,   or   synthesis.   The   student   knows   this  
concept   of   skill   well   enough   to   be   able   to   teach   it   to   someone   else.  
3  
Proficient    –   The   work   shows   understanding   of   the   process   or   content,   as   well   as   application   in  
various   settings.   Some   errors   or   mechanical   mistakes   may   exist   but   do   not   impede  
demonstration   of   understanding.  
2  
Developing   Proficiency    –   The   work   demonstrates   some   evidence   of   understanding   the  
process   or   content,   but   misconstructions   impede   understanding.   The   groundwork   for  
comprehension   is   evident,   but   misconceptions   prevent   the   student   from   understanding   the  
essential   question   or   big   idea.  
1  
Beginning   Proficiency    -    The   work   indicates   a   distinct   beginning   understanding   of   the  
knowledge.   With   help   the   student   demonstrates   partial   understanding   of   some   of   the  
Knowledge.  
 
*In   some   instances,   students   would   only   be   expected   to   meet   a   2,   the   foundational  
proficiency   level.   Keep   in   mind   that   some   students   may   be   working   at   lower   levels   or   higher  
levels.  
 
 
Reading   Literature  
 
RL.8.1   I   can   refer   to   the   text   and   find   specific   examples   that   strongly   support   my   thoughts   and   inferences   about   a   story  
 
RL.8.2   I   can   use   detail   from   the   text   to   determine   the   theme   or   message   of   the   story  
            I   can   give   an   unbiased   summary   of   a   story  
            I   can   explain   how   characters,   setting   and   plot   interact   to   support   the   theme  



 
 
RL.8.3   I   can   explain   how   dialogue   and   actions   in   a   story   work   together   to   develop   the   story  
            I   can   explain   how   a   character’s   actions   can   develop   the   plot   and   reveal   more   about   the   character  
 
 
RL.8.4   I   can   figure   out   the   deeper   meanings   of   words   and   phrases   as   they   are   used   in   a   story  
            I   can   identify   several   types   of   figurative   language   in   a   text  
            I   can   identify   how   certain   word   choices   influence   the   meaning   and   tone   of   a   text  
            I   can   identify   how   the   author’s   analogies   or   allusions   to   other   texts   influence   meaning   and   tone  
 
 
RL.8.5   I   can   compare   and   contrast   two   or   more   texts  
            I   can   explain   how   structural   differences   of   two   or   more   texts   contribute   to   their   meaning   and   style  
 
 
RL.8.6   I   can   tell   the   point   of   view   of   each   of   the   characters   in   a   text  
            I   can   identify   the   difference   between   the   character’s   and   reader’s   points   of   view  
            I   can   analyze   how   differences   in   the   character’s   and   reader’s   points   of   view   create   suspense   or   humor  
 
RL.8.7   I   can   discuss   how   a   film   or   live   productions   of   a   story   or   drama   is   similar   to   or   different   from   the   text  
            I   can   evaluate   how   the   director’s   choice   to   make   changes   to   the   text   in   a   film   or   live   production   impacts   the   story  
 
RL.8.9   I   can   analyze   a   fiction   text   and   connect   its   themes,   events   or   characters   to   a   mythical,   or   traditional   piece   of   writing  
            I   can   analyze   how   a   mythical   or   traditional   piece   of   writing   is   changed   into   a   modern   work  
 
 
Reading   Informational   Text  
RI.8.1   I   can   give   examples   of   key   pieces   in   a   text   that   support   my   thoughts   and   inferences   about   a   piece   of   informational   text  
 
RI.8.2   I   can   find   more   than   one   central   idea   of   a   text   and   explain   how   the   ideas   develop   throughout   the   text  



           I   can   give   an   unbiased   summary   of   a   piece   of   informational   text  
           I   can   explain   how   supporting   ideas   develop   and   relate   to   the   central   idea   of   a   text  
 
RI.8.3   I   can   compare   and   contrast   individuals,   ideas   and   events   in   a   text  
 
RI.8.4   I   can   figure   out   the   meanings   of   words   and   phrases   in   a   piece   of   informational   text   by   thinking   about   how   they   are   used  
           I   can   analyze   the   impact   of   an   author’s   word   choice   on   the   meaning   and   tone   of   a   piece   of   informational   text  
           I   can   identify   and   explain   how   word   choice   in   analogies   and   allusions   to   other   texts   affects   the   meaning   and   tone   of   an  
informational   text  
 
RI.8.5   I   can   break   a   paragraph   into   sentences   to   identify   and   analyze   their   functions   within   the   paragraph  
           I   can   explain   how   sentences   support   the   the   main   idea   of   a   paragraph  
 
RI.8.6   I   can   determine   an   author’s   point   of   view   in   a   piece   of   informational   text   and   explain   how   the   author   acknowledges   and  
responds   to   others’   opinions  
 
RI.8.9   I   can   analyze   two   or   more   texts   on   the   same   topic   to   identify   examples   of   conflicting   facts   or   interpretation  
 
RI.8.10   I   can   read   and   understand   literary   nonfiction   at   my   grade   level   and   above   (with   help   when   needed)  
 
 
Writing  
W.   8.1   I   can   write   arguments   and   use   clear   reasons   and   relevant   evidence   to   support   my   claims.  
W.   8.2   I   can   write   organized   and   informative   pieces,   with   relevant   content,   to   explore   a   topic,   and   express   ideas,   concepts   and  
information.  
W.   8.3   I   can   write   narrative   stories   with   good   technique,   appropriate   detailed   descriptions   and   logical   sequences.  
W.   8.4   I   can   produce   clear   writing   with   appropriate   development,   organization   and   style   to   suit   my   task,   purpose,   and   audience.  
W.   8.5   I   can   plan,   revise,   edit,   rewrite,   or   try   a   new   approach   in   my   writing   with   some   help   from   peers   and   adults.  
W.   8.6   I   can   use   different   forms   of   technology   to   create   and   publish   my   writing   and   to   effectively   present   the   relationship   between   my  
ideas   and   information.  
W.   8.6   I   can   use   technology   to   interact   and   collaborate   with   others.  



W.   8.7   I   can   use   various   sources   to   complete   short   research   projects   in   order   to   answer   an   assigned   question   or   a   question   I   have  
created   myself.  
W.   8.7   I   can   research   a   topic   and   develop   more   related   questions   about   that   topic   for   further   exploration.  
W.   8.8   I   can   determine   if   a   source   is   credible   and   accurate   when   I   gather   new   information   from   books   or   technology.  
W.   8.8   I   can   quote   or   paraphrase   from   print   and   digital   sources   without   plagiarizing.  
W.   8.8   I   can   correctly   cite   sources   within   or   at   the   end   of   my   writing.  
W.   8.9   I   can   gather   evidence   from   fiction   or   informational   text   to   support   my   investigation,   thinking,   and   research.  
W.   8.   10    I   can   write   with   stamina   for   short   time   frames   or   over   a   longer   period   of   time   depending   on   my   purpose,   audience   and   topic.  
 
Speaking   and   Listening  
SL.   8.4   I   can   give   a   presentation   that   makes   claims   using   relevant   evidence,   details,   and   reasons.  
SL.   8.4   I   can   use   appropriate   eye   contact   and   volume,   as   well   as   speak   clearly,   when   I   present   ideas   to   others.  
SL.   8.5   I   can   give   a   presentation   using   interesting   multimedia   and   visual   displays   to   strengthen   my   claims   and   make   my   point   clearly.  


